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BEFORE THE TOUR

We'll send a preparation email with a packing list and other information to help you prepare for the trip.

1-2 DAYS PRIOR: TRAVEL TO QUITO

Fly into Quito (airport code UI0). Taxis run continuously from the arrivals hall — there is never a wait in the queue, and the
ride into the city has a fixed cost of $27. We can arrange a driver on request, but flagging the first taxi in line is usually faster.

ACCOMMODATIONS IN QUITO

Not included. We'll send a list of recommended hotels near our shop in La Carolina, along with discount codes — walking
distance to galleries, museums, and cafes while you settle in.

PRE-TOUR REGISTRATION

Stop by the shop to finish paperwork and choose any gear or accessories for the trip. Handling this in advance makes for an
easier first morning on the road. Please bring your helmet (so we can install the communication system), your original
passport, your original driver's license, and a credit card.

B ECUADOR FREEDOM OFFICE

Address: Calle Finlandia N35-06 y Suecia
La Carolina, Quito 170135

Phone: +593 (02) 605-0880
Hours: 9AM-6PM every day ()
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

m QUITO — OTAVALO

Crossing the Equator and climbing through cobblestone and paramo into Imbabura.

Tour starts at 9AM with a pre-ride briefing.

Highlights: Intifian Equator Museum - San José de Minas - ancient hand-laid cobblestone above
11,000 ft - Laguna de Mojanda - Otavalo’s Plaza de los Ponchos

DISTANCE CLIMB DESCENT

97.2 mi/s66im  +16,043 ft -16,881 ft

B OVERNIGHT Cabaiias del Lago

m OTAVALO — MINDO

Cotacachi leather and Cuicocha Lake before dropping through the Intag Valley into cloudforest.

Highlights: Luis the traditional leather tanner in Cotacachi - Cuicocha Crater Lake - Apuela and
Nangulvi thermal springs - descent into the Mindo cloudforest - organic chocolate tour

DISTANCE CLIMB DESCENT

108.8 mi/51n +17,133 ft  -20,960 ft

B OVERNIGHT Séptimo Paraiso Cloudforest Reserve Lodge

EXEN vinoo - chuccHiLAN

Remote dirt through Las Pampas and Sigchos into the high Quilotoa Loop.

Highlights: Rio Blanco crossing - remote rainforest and cloudforest riding - Sigchos - arrival at Mama
Hilda’s Inn

DISTANCE CLIMB DESCENT

129.6 mi /203561 +28,682 ft  -23,276 ft

M OVERNIGHT Mama Hilda’s Inn



m CHUGCHILAN — SALINAS DE GUARANDA

Quilotoa Crater Lake, deep canyon country, and remote Andean villages en route to the
cooperative town of Salinas.

Highlights: Quilotoa Crater Lake - empanadas de viento in Zumbahua - high paramo - Angamarca -
roast chicken and aguardiente in EI Corazdn - panela and wool cooperatives in Salinas de Guaranda

DISTANCE CLIMB DESCENT

121.2 mi /1950m +26,832 ft  -25,738 ft

M OVERNIGHT Cachi Yacu Hotel

m SALINAS DE GUARANDA — QUEVEDO

Descending from the cooperative highlands into the tropical lowlands.

Highlights: Salinas cooperative workshops - descent to the western lowlands - Chifa Jade dinner in
Quevedo

DISTANCE CLIMB DESCENT

80.8 mi /00 +5,068 ft  -16,471 ft

M OQVERNIGHT Hotel Olimpico

m QUEVEDO —> QUITO

One of the tour’s toughest climbs, gaining 6,000 feet from tropical plantations back to the high
Andes and Quito.

Highlights: palm, cacao, and gmelina plantations - steep climb from Pucuyacu - Isinlivi’s Don Bosco
woodworking school - Guingopana Pass - rose plantation - lunch at historic Hacienda La Ciénega -
Avenue of Volcanoes

DISTANCE CLIMB DESCENT

171.4 mi /2854 +26,428 ft  -17,418 ft

B OVERNIGHT Tour ends in Quito
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RETURN HOME

The tour concludes back at our Quito shop after climbing out of the western lowlands through the Avenue of Volcanoes and
Hacienda La Ciénega. Many international flights out of Quito leave around midnight, so there's plenty of time to shower,
repack, and relax before heading to the airport.

As part of your trip, you're welcome to unwind at our Freedom Riders' Lounge — a hot shower, jacuzzi, and honor bar are
ready for you.



